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Two Visits To The Platte Rivers And 
Their Sandhill Crane Migration 
By Lawrence H. Walkinshaw 
For a good many years I had wanted to see the great concentration of 
Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis) in spring along the Platte and North 
Platte Rivers in Nebraska. This flight has been little publicized until recent 
years. In The Auk, 1944 :633, mention was made that Kubichek observed and 
photographed a concentration of more than 100,000 cranes along the North 
Platte River near Hershey, Nebraska, during the spring of 1943. Walter J. 
Breckenridge (Flicker, 1945 :79-81) described the flocks-some estimated at 
20,000-that he, Francis Lee and Florence Jaques observed in March, 1945, 
near Hershey. William F. Rapp, Jr. (Wilson Bulletin, 1954: 218-219) esti-
mated that there were between 15,000 and 20,000 cranes in the area between 
Newark and Elm Creek in Buffalo County. Rapp also stated the concentra-
tion occurred from Wood River, Hall County, to Sutherland, Lincoln County, 
between mid-March and early May. Cyrus Black has noted this concentra-
tion for many years at Kearney, Buffalo County, and has taken many notes. 
On our visit with him after dark the night of March 30, 1953, we could hear 
cranes calling from the Platte River south of his house. 
William F. Rapp, Jr., Levi Mohler and others wanted me to see this 
great Nebraska flight but I was unable to do so until late March, 1953, 
when my son Jim and I met Rapp and we drove west to the Platte River 
Valley to Newark, Kearney County. At our first stop, Hastings, W. E. Eigsti 
reported photographing cranes near Doniphan, Hall County. We spent the 
next few days along the Platte and North Platte Rivers. On April 1 we 
completely circled Lake McConaughy. The next morning Jim and I left for 
home. In the spring of 1954, my wife, my daughter and I met Alfred Eisen-
staedt of Life Magazine and we spent a week with him in the North Platte 
Valley, west to Hershey. 
We found the cranes roosted in shallow water or on sand bars in the 
Platte and North Platte Rivers at night. They flew into the river just prior 
to dark. Shortly after daylight in the mornings they flew from the rivers 
into neighboring fields. During the day we often found them in cornfields 
where they had fed. Also they were in hayfields, on plain plowed ground, and 
in fall wheat fields where they were usually preening and loafing but some-
times dancing. Sometimes on warm sunny days, large flocks congregated and 
much dancing ensued. On fewer occasions, in mid-day we found large groups, 
in a great gray mass, just "sitting" down. These flocks were immense. One 
could not appreciate them without seeing them. 
The areas where the cranes were found were from Grand Island and 
Doniphan (W. E. Eigsti) on the east to Cozad on the west. From Cozad 
west to North Platte we found seven cranes in 1953; none in 1954. In 1954 
we drove this distance at dusk when cranes are usually flying and saw nonf'. 
The greatest numbers during both years were in the neighborhood of Hershey. 
We found a small group as far as Kingsley Dam north of Ogallala. We found 
all the cranes in the river valleys. At North Platte in 1954 we did see a 
few small groups leave toward the north but had no evidence that they 
stopped ,anywhere nearby. We drove for hours during mid-day in the sand-
hills looking for cranes but found none. 
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Areas where William F. Rapp, Jr., and L. H. Walkinshaw found Sandhill 
Cranes in Nebraska, March 28-April 2, 1953; March 20-27, 1954. Hall 
County area, W. E. Eigsti, March, 1953. 
ROOSTING AREAS 
We found definite night roosting areas in the Rivers as follows: 
(1) Buffalo County, Kearney: 2 miles south, 2 miles east. March 27, 1954 
(2,380 cranes counted and I probably missed about the same numbe!' 
for I could count only those coming to the south side of the river). 
(2) Buffalo County, Kearney; % mile east of bridge. March 29, 1953 
(several thousand-William F. Rapp, Jr., Jim Walkinshaw, LHW. There 
was another area west of the bridge where we heard cranes calling 
after dark). 
(3) Buffalo County, Odessa; 2% miles south of town, % mile east of bridge. 
March 30, 1953 (3,259 cranes counted-WFR, JW, LHW). 
(4) Buffalo County, Odessa; % mile west of bridge. March 30, 1953 (about 
3,500 cranes-WFR, JW, LHW). 
(5) Dawson County, Lexington; % to 1 mile €'ast of bridge. March 30, 1953 
(about 5,000 cranes-WFR, JW, LHW). 
(6) Dawson-Phelps Counties, bridge south of Overton; % mile east. March 
30, 1953 (several thousand-WFR, JW, LHW). 
(7) Dawson-Phelps Counties; 1 mile west of bridge. March 30, 1953 (many 
cranes calling even until dark from the river). 
(8) Dawson County, Cozad: about 2 miles southeast. March 20, 1954 (about 
1,000 cranes). 
(9) Lincoln County, Hershey Township, Section 9, Charles Summers Farm. 
March 31, 1953 (15, 594 cranes counted) ; April 1, 1953 (7,660 counted) ; 
April 2, 1953 (20,109 counted and estimated); March 21, 1954 (24,038 
counted and estimated); March 24, 1954 (7,513 counted); March 25-26, 
1954 (25,000 estimated). 
(10) Lincoln County, Hershey Township, Section 10. March 31 to April 2, 
1953, and March 25, 1954 (8,000-10,000). 
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DAYLIGHT ESTIMATES 
During the few days in each of the two springs, 1953 and 1954, we 
counted and estimated the following numbers of Sandhill Cranes along the 
Platte and North Platte Rivers: 
TABLE 1 
SANDHILL CRANE ESTIMATES 
AREA 
Hall Co., Doniphan 
Kearney Co., Newark 
Buffalo Co., Kearney 
Buffalo Co., Odessa 
Buffalo Co., Elm Creek 
Dawson Co., Overton 
Dawson Co., Lexington 
Dawson Co., Cozad 
Dawson Co., Gothenburg 
Lincoln Co., Hershey 
Keith Co., Ogallala 
1953 
March 28-1,000t 
March 29-8,000 
March 30-13,000 
M:arch 30-7,000 
March 30-6,000 
March 30-5,000 
March 31-none 
March 31-7 
A}Cril 2-20,109 
April 1-8 
\ 
1954 
not counted 
March 20-2,000 
March 20-7,000+ 
April 3-1,936* 
March 20-2,000 
April 3-5,126* 
April 3-6,294* 
March 20-5,500 
April 3-3,610* 
March 20-1,000 
March 20-none 
March 21-24,038 
not visited 
------------------------------------------------------
TOTAL (HIGHEST COUNTS) 60,124 52,894 
t - Observation by W. E. Eigsti. 
* - Observation by William F. Rapp, Jr.· 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Summers who live four miles northeast of Hershey, 
Lincoln County, and on whose farm the largest roost was located, have kept 
many migration records. The cranes first appeared early in February, 1953, 
increasing to the greatest concentration about March 20-25, decreasing to 
75-100 birds by April 25, the last few disappearing May 6. One crippled on<> 
was observed all year even through the winter of 1953-54. 
The first fall migrants appeared October 1, 1953, coming in gre·ater 
numbers October 13. In the fall Mrs. Summers reported the cranes came in 
much smaller numbers than in the spring, remained only a short time, then 
disappeared. Small groups kept coming until November 15, 1953. 
During the first week in February, 1954, they began to return reaching 
a peak in mid-March. Large numbers remained until mid-April. Only a few 
remained until April 19. 
Wilson Tout (Lincoln County Birds, 1947: 41) considered the cranes in 
the county as G1'US canadensis tabida. His records (p. 40) showed only one 
specimen of the Lesser Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis canadensis) a head 
and foot of which were found by a high school student March 14, 1911. There 
was only one sight record (Harry Weakley, Nebraska Bird Review, 1936, 
4: 61). However he did list 200,000 cranes coming to roost at the Hershey 
bridge during the first week in April, 1942, as Grus canadensis tabida. Ward 
Sharp made this estimate. From the thousands that he observed in late 
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March, 1945, Walter J. Breckenridge collected ten specimens March 28, 1945, 
for the University of Minnesota Museum. I found five dead ones March 22, 
1954, in the same area, Hershey Township, Lincoln County. All 15 of these 
cranes were Grus cana,densi8 canadensis. 
We would like to know the sizes of any cranes collected or found dead 
throughout the Platte River valleys. Indications are that those farther east 
are often larger approaching the size of cranes, breeding in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan. Thus far I have not seen a specimen of Grus canadensis 
tabida from Lincoln County and all the birds I studied carefully in the 
field had very short tarsi and bills, as well as the existing specimens, in-
dicating those in that area, at least, are all or predominately Grus canadensis 
canadensis. 
William F. Rapp, Jr., has taken many migration notes throughout the 
Platte valleys. We are assembling these with many (.ther migration records 
but we need much positive and negative evidence of crane migration through-
out the state and would like all dates available. 
1703 W 01 verine-Federal Tower 
Battle Creek, Michigan 
Red-Bellied Woodpecker Nesting Record -1954 
By Lorene Heineman 
(This kind of record is needed for every species of bird occurring in 
Nebraska-common or rare. Perhaps this will set a kind of pattern for 
others to follow.-Ed) 
On January 1, I recorded two Red-bellied Woodpeckers on my home 
record. January 9, the male chased a flicker and ate corn from the ear. 
Later a female came. 
February 25, male drummed on the courting tree while the female ate 
suet. The so-called "courting tree" is an old catalpa full of holes from top 
to bottom. All the woodpeckers use it and the larger woodpeckers always 
use the lowest hole which has the most resonance. (In my 1956 record a maJe 
drummed on February 1 when there was seven inches of snow on the ground.) 
March 7, drumming. 
April 13, male at upstairs feeder. Distinctly pinkish under the beak and 
across the upper breast. Handsome bird! Between the above dates I have 
almost a daily record of seeing red-bellies. 
April 25, I saw this male in a two block square pasture and woodlot u 
block east of our home. The "pasture" is more trees and brush than grass, 
and more up and down than level. I saw the red-belly often at the feeder witl1 
sunflower seeds. 
May 4, two red-bellies, male and female, in the pasture at a tre'e with 
a hole. May 9, they flew to the old tree and away several time's. May 11, a 
red-belly sticking its head from the hole. After that, they were at the hole 
continuously. It was in a dead tree in a draw, about 14 feet from tlw 
ground. A large limb was blown partly down above the hole leaving a de-
pression there. The nest hole was in light to dark shade most of the time. I 
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watched it through binoculars from the road about 25 or 30 feet away and 
on a level with the hole. I was southwest of the hole, which was slightly east 
of south on the trunk. This was the best vantage point. Also, the birds did 
not object to me there. 
I did not get back to the pasture for two weeks. After that I tried to 
at least go past nearly every day, not always with my binocular. At least 
one bird was always there. 
May 26, I saw the female go into the hole. May 28, I saw the male go 
in. After about five minutes, she came, poked her head into the hole several 
times, he came out and she went in. Were they both incubating? 
May 29, male was at the feeder. I went to the pasture and the female 
was in the nest sticking out her head. 
June 1, female went into the hole. The male was in a nearby tree doing 
a lot of calling. 
June 12, I missed several days and in that time the birds hatched. The 
male and female were feeding at intervals. Once they brought what I thought 
was a red cherry, and at another time a beakful of glistening mulberries. At 
11 :50 A.M. a squirrel came to the depression just above the nest. It curled 
up there, threw its tail over itself and seemed' to go to sleep, acting as though 
this was its habit. The female came, but made no objection. Crested Fly-
catchers and Chickadees were calling back and forth. It was very hot. I 
had to go home, but came back after lunch with a stool and stayed for a 
couple of hours. 
1 :05 - The squirrel was still there, washing its tail. This tolerance 
between birds and squirrel was interesting to me. 
1: 12 - Female fed. I heard Cardinals and Orchard Orioles. 
1 :22 - Male fed. Jays were about and Robins sang. It seemed young 
Robins were everywhere. 
1 :26 - Female came; while she was in the nest, he came, waited for 
her to come out, then took in his load. 
1 :28 - Male and female Flickers lit on the tree near the nest hole 
and looked it over. Did not disturb the squirrel, and left before 
1 :29 - when the female fed. I saw a Wood Pewee and Catbird. 
1: 32 - Female fed. I heard the Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 
1 :40 - Squirrel changed position and curled up again. 
1 :43 - Female brought a big beakfull and went in the nest. Both birds 
went clear into the nest and disappeared except for a tail tip. I thought 
from this that the nestlings must be very small. 
1 :46 - Male came with big load. Was in the nest two minutes. 
1 :52 - Male, small load. 1 :55 - Female, small load. 
1 :57 - Male, small load. Squirrel now sleeping with its tail draped 
over the edge of the hollow. 
2 :00 - Female, small load. She usually paused to look about and seemed 
more cautious than the male. Neither bird was as noisy as it was earlier. 
They came and went in complete silence. Birds usually lighted just below 
and to one side of the hole. 
2:01 - Male, small load. 2:04 - Female, small load. 
2 :15 - Male fed, followed immediately by female. She took out drop-
pings. She must have done that in the hour before, but I did not see it. 
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2 :18 - Male. He took in what looked like a berry, then turned about 
and held his head out of the hole for two minutes. I heard or saw a Balti-
more Oriole, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Warbling Vireo, Wren and Titmouse. 
2 :27 - Female fed. Took out droppings. 
2 :32 - Male fed, small load. 2 :35 - Female fed a winged insect. 
2 :36 - Female came and male flew beside her. She deferred to him and 
he fed, then she fed. She took out droppings. 
2 :37 - Male fed. Grosbeak singing steadily. 
2 :43 - Female fed. She waited, head out of hole, then turned around, 
collected droppings and flew away. 
2:45 Male fed. 2 :47 - Male fed with large berry. 
2: 54 Male fed. Thrasher singing. 2 :55 - Female fed. 
2: 57 Female fed. Waited as before and carried off droppings. 
3 :00 Female fed what looked like an insect. Male followed immediate-
ly with a winged insect. Squirrel still sleeping with the sun on its, back now. 
June 18, 10 A. M., male and female both feeding. Squirrel curled up 
in hollow above. The Wood Thrush and Field Sparrow were singing. 
June 20, 8 :30 A.M., both feeding, higher in hole. The pasture was full 
of songs and calls from Wood Thur;;hes, Cardinals, Orchard and Baltimore 
Orioles, Wood Pewees, Titmice, and Crested Flycatchers. 
June 22, both feeding at very top of the hole. 
June 24 and 25, I saw only the female Red-bellied Woodpecker feeding. 
On the 25th one young poked its beak and head out of the nest. I could hear 
it "yeep." A young Robin perched very near the nest and watched "curiously," 
but the female did not seem to mind. 
June 26, I went to the nest at 9 :10 A.M. The female fed at 9 :40. One 
young had its head and neck stretched out constantly calling. Once it made 
a faint rolling call. By 10 :45 the male and female were both at the nest, 
feeding at long intervals and he called loudly. A pair of Crested Flycatchers 
peered in the hole and the male appeared instantly. 
June 27, at 6 P.M., the young still were there. 
June 28, at 8 A.M. the young were gone from the nest. I found one 
with no red on its head in an oak at the center of the pasture and saw the 
male feed it. One adult took food to an oak across the street where a young 
one was calling. An adult flew south with a berry and I found a third young 
bird, with dull red on its forehead, at the extreme south edge of the pasture. 
There was not much calling back and forth. There may have been other 
young birds, but I did not find them. 
The young birds I observed were exceptionally well feathered and 
competent. Except for a sort of slender awkwardness they might have been 
mistaken for adults. 
Strangely enough, unlike the downies who brought their fledglings to 
the feeders, I have no record of a Red-bellied Woodpecker in our yard again 
until September 23, although I kept a good record until July 16.-Plattsmouth 
24 Nebraska Bird Review 
THE NEBRASKA RACE OF VERMILION FLYCATCHERS. In THE 
NEBRASKA BIRD REVIEW, volume 23, page 29, Rapp reported the first occur-
rence of the Vermilion Flycatcher in Nebraska. He stated that Doris B. 
Gates had taken an immature male on December 11, 1954 at North Platte. 
Since that time Dr. George M. Sutton of the University of Oklahoma has 
examined the specimen and identified it as the Northwestern Vermilion Fly-
catcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus flammeus van Rosseum). 
It is rather interesting to note that for some mysterious reason there 
seemed to be a northeastward flight of Vermilion Flycatchers during the 
fall of 1954. One specimen was collected at Toronto, Ontario, Canada and 
Griscom and Snyder (The Birds of Massachusetts, 1955: 258) report a sight 
record on Plum Island, Essex County, Massachusetts on October 22, 1954.-
WFR. 
General Notes 
NESTING NOTES FROM ANTELOPE COUNTY-During the summer of 
1955 three pairs of Robins nested near my house. One pair built in a red 
cedar tree, one in a spirea bush, and the third on a brace in the lawn fence 
over-hung by common lilac bushes. The two nests first mentioned were 
securely anchored but the third one was quite insecurely fastened atop 
the brace and after strong winds I often found the nest hanging at a 
precarious slant and would push it back to an upright position. This I did 
several times and the outcome was that all three nesting attempts were 
successful and averaged nearly four young. These immature birds stayed 
close to the house all the rest of the summer. The bird bath, always supplied 
with water, was the drawing attraction during our very hot, dry summer. 
I have never seen an adult Robin do any damage to the flowers, but 
these young birds picked buds and blossoms from the tuberous-rooted begon-
ias. I observed this procedure from a window and the act seemed to be 
a "prank of mischevious curiosity" rather than an attempt to find food 
which was very abundant in the form of grasshoppers and katydids. 
A pair of Brown Thrashers also ra ised a family a few feet from my 
back door in a Persian lilac bush. The nest was placed well above my head 
and because of their belligerent attitude I did not learn the number of 
eggs nor the number of young leaving the nest. 
Farther afield two Lark Sparrow nests containing eggs were found, 
but in both instances the nests and eggs were destroyed. 
A pair of Marsh Hawks made three unsuccessful attempts at nesting 
in our fields. The first nest was found in a sweet clover seeding. This nest 
and its five greenish-white eggs were destroyed. A second nest was found 
in a field of standing rye about a quarter of a mile distant from the first. 
It is easy to locate a Marsh Hawk's nest by watching the adult birds coming 
an:i going near the nest location. This nest had four eggs in it when first 
found and when we went anywhere near it the parent birds would swoop 
down near our heads and make a snapping sound with their bills. This 
gave us a better chance to see what this hawk really looked like. 
We did not visit the nest again for some time for fear of disturbing 
the birds. Later Lloyd Seabury went for a picture and found five eggs 
and secured a good slide. All appeared to be going fine for the hawk family, 
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but later observations proved another failure. The third nest which was 
built near the first one in a field of vetch and rye was accidentally destroyed 
by the combine.-Mrs. George Seabury 
VIRGINIA RAIL IN ANTELOPE COUNTY-I was some distance from 
my house near an area of low marshy ground picking plums and must 
have been in action and easily seen by the bird when it approached me 
from the rear. It showed no fear or agitation at my presence as it walked 
by slowly which allowed me a minute or so to make observations at a 
distance of six or seven steps. The grass was short and I had a perfect 
view of it. I identified it as a rail, and having examined a dead Virginia 
Rail two days previously, I was sure this was a Virginia Rail. Its color 
and general appearance plainly showed it to be an immature bird. 
September 8 Mrs. Lloyd Seabury found a dead Virginia Rail in her 
yard. It seemed likely it had flown into electric wires.-Mrs. George Seabury. 
LEAST TERN NESTS NEAR AURORA.--June 19, 1955, while fishing 
in a small sandpit north of Aurol'a, my husband and I were suddenly at-
tacked by a small colony of Least Terns. We suspected that there were 
nests close by, but since it had just begun to rain, we did not try to 
locate them. On June 28, when we had an opportunity to visit the location 
again, we decided to find the nests. As we had first studied our bird books, 
we knew that the nests would be on thE) sand. Although the area of sand 
covered no more than a half block, we spent nearly an hour being dive-
bombed and practically having our hair parted before we were able to 
locate any nests. When I say nests I mean nesting spots, for there is really 
no nest. The eggs are laid in slight depressions in the sand. We were able 
to find two nests, one containing three eggs and the other having two 
young and one egg. The coloring of the eggs and the downy young blended 
so well with the sand and small stones that they were hard to see even 
when we were looking directly at them. The nests had to be marked to 
prevent our losing them as soon as we stepped away from them. 
The following Sunday (July 3), I went back armed with a camera; 
but the first hatched young were no where to be seen and three young 
birds had taken the place of the eggs in the other. At this time, however, I 
found another nest about 15 feet from the first two. This nest held one 
small bird and two eggs. 
On July 7 my daughter and I again visited the colony, but there were 
no young birds in sight. However, since the old birds were still very bellig-
erent, we knew that the young were still somewhere in the vicinity. As 
we searched over the sand the old birds added an extra alarm note to their 
cries, and just as we were about to give up, we found a young bird under 
the corner of a cow chip. Searching further we were able to locate three 
more small birds. Although we knew that they must be able to move 
about easily, they appeared perfectly helpless flattening themselves on 
the sand and remaining motionless even when touched or handled. The 
temperature was over lOO°F. and the sand was sizzling hot, so it was 
easy to see why the little birds would seek shade. 
The following week when we visited the colony, we found only one 
bird in the grass near the edge of the sand. The bird had grown a lot and 
was developing pin feathers.-Mrs. Kermit S. Swanson, 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR A BIRD FEEDER: Here is a feeding idea that we 
find very successful. We call it a "peanut-butter stick." However, peanut-
butter is only a small part of it. We began with a stick (bark left on) 
about one and a half inches in diameter and nine inches long. I think 
a twelve inch stick would be better. Using an inch bit, we drille'd holes 
about two-thirds of the way through the stick, spacing them on all sides. 
Next we put a large sorew-eye in one end. We hung this from a horizontal 
branch with a long pie~e of cord or covered wire. It is about six feet 
from the ground for easy filling, but still high enough so that the squirrels 
cannot leap to it and far enough from the trunk so they can't reach it. 
We fill our stick with a mixture of the following: one teaspoon of peanut-
butter, one teaspoon of fat (skimmings from soup, gravies, etc., work fine), 
a small handful of yellow cornmeal and a small handful of oatmeal. Mix 
this at room temperature into a paste that will just hold together, then 
fill the holes in the stick and as it cools the mixture will harden. Downy 
and Hairy Woodpeckers, Brown Creepers, Chickadees and Nuthatches love 
it. The swinging of the stick discourages English Sparrows and Starlings.-
Mrs. Kermit S. Swanson, Aurora. 
NOTES FROM KEITH COUNTY-On March 19, 1955 a woodpecker was 
sighted in some large willow trees one mile east of the bridge on the south 
side of the South Platte River. After following the bird for about an hour 
I was able to identify it as a male Red-bellied Woodpecker. 
I believe the Henslow's Sparrow should take top honors for ability to 
hide. I chased one from April 22 to 26, 1955, through a quarter section of 
wheat stubble. It would alight and run, never straight ahead. This species 
is very plain colored and has the habit of flicking its tail quite often. 
On May 1 while C. W. Huntley and I were birding, we saw a heron 
perched in a Cottonwood Tree west of the South Platte River bridge, south 
of Brule. We were able to identify it as an Eastern Green Heron. 
On May 15 I identified a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher which was observed 
in some willows along the South Platte River. The bird was not wild and I 
had an opportunity to see all of the markings. 
While tramping through the Elmer Cole windbreak north of Brul'! 
on May 17, a warbler was sighted which was new to me. It was feeding 
on or near the ground. It was identified as a male Golden-winged Warbler 
by its yellow cap, black throat and yellow wing patches. This is a new 
species for our area. 
On May 19, a pair of Chestnut-sided Warblers were discovered along 
the South Platte River south of Brule. 
While making a short hike west 0 f Ash Hollow in Garden County 
June 12, a Red-tailed Hawk's nest was found on a small ledge about one-
half mile west of the Windlass Hill marker. The nest contained three 
young about one-third grown. A pair of Say's Phoebes had a nest con-
taining six eggs within eight feet of the hawk nest. 
In the second week of July, two flocks of Long-billed Curlews were 
seen. One flock contained about 50 birds and the other about 30. They 
w.ere going south.-Harold R. Benckcser, Brule. 
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NOTES FROM CHERRY COUNTY.--Each spring and summer is re-
membered for some event of special interest to us as bird watchers at 
this station. May 11, 1955, a noisy and unidentified bird seemed to be 
following the Blue Jays about. When the bird found the corn at the 
feeding table we had a chance for closer observation. Quite large, blue and 
bluish gray it seemed entirely strange, then some familiar movement as the 
bird picked up a grain of corn and rapped it sharply on the table told us 
it belonged to the family of jays. Turning to the bird guides we found our 
visitor to be a Pinyon Jay. 
May 18 we indentified the first Hooded Warbler to be observed here. 
Early in June we spent some time locating biI'd nests, planning to band 
the nestiings at the proper time. We found that the Brown Thrashers had 
deserted the wild plum thicket in favor Df the cedar trees for nesting. 
The red cedars have grown tall and dense in foliage and the nests they 
shelter seem to be safer from attack. We have never known a nest so 
located to be robbed by a snake, and they are so well protected from storms 
that nests often remain in good condition for several years. 
During the nest hunt we found a feathered young Brown Thrasher 
when the other thrashers were just beginning their nesting. 
At the end of our search we had located nests of the Blue Grosbeak, 
Eastern Kingbird, Red-Shafted Flicker, Mourning Dove, Blue Jay, Brown 
Thrasher, Meadowlark, Baltimore Oriole and Northern Shrike. 
When the time came for the Flicker banding we found their abode to 
be an hour-glass shaped excavation with the Flickers in the lower half. 
We could reach in and touch the five birds but getting them up was the 
problem. We banded only one at that time but were able to band two 
more when they came from the nest. They had absorbed a decided moldy 
odor from their cottonwood home and it seemed high time they were out 
for air and sunshine. 
On the morning we planned to band the four young Blue Jays we 
heard cries of alarm and found a Crow at the nest. We shot the Crow 
and three young jays were left to wear bands. We found the young Crow 
had a crossed beak and thought this may have been the reason for his 
being about the groves and buildings. Very few Crows appear here in mid-
summer. 
One evening about sundown the Eastern Kingbirds started a great 
twittering and we found a large bull snake coiled about the nest. The gun 
came in handy again. 
Early nests' of the Meadowlarks and Mourning Doves were robbed, 
but remaining nests of Blue Grosbeak, Brown Thrashers and Baltimore 
Oriole were undisturbed and the young were banded. Later in the summer 
Mourning Doves nested in greater numbers than usual, twenty-five nests 
were found on the ground during haying besides a number located in trees. 
An immature Cardinal, the first observed here, located the feeding 
table in early September, was banded and seen daily until late October, 1955. 
-Mrs. Donald Held, Elsmere. 
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Excerpts From Letters To The Editors 
"I have six Cardinals at my feeding board every day along with as 
many as ten Chickadees, eight Starlings, three Grackles, one Robin, one 
Hairy and a pair of Downy W oodperkers and scores of English Sparrows. 
From Sept. 2 to 20 I had an Olive-backed Thrush. Sept. 23 south of Maxwell, 
Helen Sims and I saw a flock of about 2·) Eastern Bluebirds. On the same 
trip we saw huge flocks of Franklin's Gulls. They covered two adjoining 
pastures like a blanket of huge white flowers. We also saw Sparrow Hawks, 
Kingfishers, five Marsh Hawks, a big flock of Mourning Doves, etc. Nov. 
14 a Townsend Solitaire stopped off in my yard for a spell. It bathed in 
my bird bath and even ate at my feeding board. Dec. 1 I first sighted the 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet and it returned Dec. 4. One female Cardinal has such 
a lovely burned orange breast. She's so much more brilliantly colored than 
any I've seen before. We have Blue Jays and Flickers along with the others. 
One day this fall we had the best time observing a Krider's Hawk as he 
moved from telephone pole to pole. His mate was also in sight but more 
timid. We saw him catch a small rodent and eat it on the ground near 
the road."-Mrs. R. R. Damerell, Hastings. 
"A deciduous shelter grove south of Brule provided a temporary home 
for the Scarlet Tanager this spring. On May 18, 1955, I spent several 
minutes watching a male bird as he flew from his perch on a fence wire 
near the trees catching insects in flight. I believe this is another eastern 
species which is extending its rang!' westward. 
f'The Spotted Sandpiper seems to be more common this year. I have 
noticed it on the South, North, and Platte Rivers on various occasions. 
"I visited a colony of 17 nests of the Double-crested Cormorants JUly 
2, 1955. The nests were a full two blocks from the water, in dead cottonwood 
trees. The young birds were quite large but made no attempt to seek further 
shelter than the nest. 
"The same day I found' the nest of the Least Tern on the sand of 
Sand Creek. It was about a block from the Cormorant nests. 
"Earlier in the spring I found the nest of the Western Meaqowlark, 
containing sixe eggs."-C. W. (Bill) Huntley, Brule. 
"July 9, 1955, on Lake Manawa (Iowa), we saw about 6 Wjllets, a 
Marbled Godwit, and a Dowitcher, as well as Baird's, Pectoral, and Semi-
palmated Sandpipers. Also, we saw many Least Terns, some Forster's 
Terns and a Franklin's Gull. About eV€TY week I see a female Scaup on 
Carter Lake, close to shore in a little eave, not bothered by the fishermen 
all around. I think that the last time I saw the male with her was about 
a month or so ago. No sign of young."-R. G, Cortelyou, Omaha. 
"On July 23, 1955, we paid a visit to a small lake on the 'Ceresco flats' 
about 3 miles east of Ceresco. In addition to' the Killdeer and Spotted Sand-
pipers, we observed Solitary Sandpipers, Greater Yellow-legs, Lesser Yellow-
legs, Least Sandpipers, and Black Terns in numbers of three dozen or less. 
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"Scanning the edge of the water, we were amazed to find the immobile 
forms of two Yellow-crowned Night Herons-an adult and an immature. 
The latter was fuily as large as the adult by which it stood, and distinguished 
only by its spotted plumage. The birds were well situated for study, and 
were still standing there twenty minutes later. 
"As we drove away we added three Yellow-headed Blackbirds (males) 
to the list. Although we cannot assume that any but the Killdeers and 
Spotted Sandpipers nested in the area, it is a possibility that the Yellow-
crowned Night Herons might have nested there and could well be the 
subject for future observations and study. 
"This lake, by the way, is the one on which we found three Sandhill 
Cranes last spring."-C. G. Pritchard, Lincoln. 
"This fall Lloyd (Seabury) observed a flock of approximately 50 
Sparrow Hawks just west of Plainview. This was the first time we had 
ever seen Sparrow Hawks in a large flock. 
"We had Chimney Swifts nest in our chimney. Other years they have 
looked the site over, but this year they actually built. The first nest was 
approximately six feet from the top. There were four eggs in it when the 
nest was destroyed. They wasted no time in building the second nest which 
was down at least 10 feet from the top. Five eggs were laid. We couldn't 
see it well but the nest seemed full to overflowing when the young hatched 
and we found no extra eggs dropped into the fireplace. The young left 
the nest which was knocked down and clung to the sides of the chimney. 
We watched them for three weeks and saw them come and go with the 
parent birds."-Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, Antelope County. 
"I had a very pleasant surprise Sept. 21. There was a Black-throated 
Blue Warbler at my feeder three times and it came back on the morning 
of Sept. 22."-Mrs. Roy Olson, Scottsbluff. 
"I've found it! The name of the birds 1 described earlier. They are 
Evening Grosbeaks. We also see Brown Creepers, Hairy and Downy W ood-
peckel'S, occasionally a Flicker and one winter a Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
Chickadees, and White and Red-breasted Nuthatches nearly every day on 
the suet."-Mrs. E. O. Ta1,ener, Oakdale. 
'''Yesterday (Dec. 1, 1955) I saw my first Evening Grosbeaks. There 
were three males and several females in a group of English Sparrows. 
They seemed to be eating buds from a small elm."-Mrs. Bernardine Cox, 
Hershey. 
"Around Oct. 10, 1955, Walt Nielsen looked Dut early in the morning 
and saw a covey of Quails feeding in their yard. He and Mrs. Nielsen watched 
them for some time. There were either 30 or 31 and they were not at all 
'shy.' They kept working west toward town. It was so surprising to see 
them so at home right in town. I've seen lots of them on the airport grounds 
and nearby, but never in the residential area."-Mrs. M. F. Schick ley, North 
Platte. 
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BIRDS THAT NEST IN THE STAPLETON AREA. *Indicates the species 
we are sure nested here this summer. (1955) 
*Pied-billed Grebe (rare) 
Great Blue Heron 
American Bittern 
Common Mallard 
Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveler 
Swains on's Hawk 
Marsh Hawk 
Eastern Sparrow Hawk 
Greater Prairie Chicken 
Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Bob-white 
American Coot 
Killdeer 
*Rock Dove 
*Mourning Dove 
~Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl, 
*Screech Owl 
*Horned Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Northern Flicker 
*Red-headed Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
*Eastern Kingbird 
*We'stern Kingbird 
*Eastern Phoebe 
Says Phoebe 
*Horned Lark 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
* Barn Swallow 
*Blue Jay 
American Magpie 
Eastern Crow 
Long-tailed Chickadee 
*Western House Wren 
Marsh Wren 
Western Mockingbird 
Catbird (One record) 
"'Brown Thrasher 
*Eastern Robin 
Wood Thrush (One record) 
Eastern Bluebird 
*White-rumped Shrike 
* Starling 
Bell's Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Yellow Warbler 
Northern Yellowthroat 
*English Sparrow 
Bobolink 
*Eastern Meadowlark 
*Western Meadowlark 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
*Redwing 
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
*Bronzed Grackle 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak (One record) 
Rocky-mountain Grosbeak 
*Western Blue Grosbeak 
*Dickcissal 
Pale Goldfinch (One record) 
*Lark Bunting 
Western Lark Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
-Earl W. Glandon 
Hastings, Neb., January 24, 1956 
To the N euraska Ornithologists' Union: 
I h2.ve examined the record of your treasurer for the year 1955 and 
find it in good order. In my opinion the attached statement prepared by Mrs. 
O. W. Ritchey, Treasurer, is correct. The balance on hand of $658.01 on 
December 31, 1955, was on deposit in the City National Bank of Hastings. 
Nebraska. 
Respectfully 
Emma M. Bengtson 
Certified Public Accountant 
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THE GOLDEN EAGLE. Seton Gordon. Citadel Press, New York, 1955: 
245 pp. $5.00. 
"These chapters of observations are not intended to be a scientific 
account of the golden eagle's life history, but rather to give the ordinary 
reader a picture of the day to day home life of the golden eagle throughout 
the- year." The author has done just this, giving actual observations made 
by himself, his wife, and a "deer-stalker" in Scotland over a period of eight 
years. His interest has covered a lifetime. In addition, he has recorded the 
accounts of activities of' these birds as given by others in Scotland, the 
continent and the United States. Some of the interpretation he gives to 
certain behavior is amusing. However, the book is very interesting and 
there is much knowledge to be gained concerning this majestic bird from 
the reading of this book.-DG 
THE BIRD BOOK. Leon Augustus Hausman. Arco Publishing Company, 
Inc. New York 17, N. Y., 1955: 159 pp. $2.50 
Illustrations of bird families and a short description is given which 
he1ps orient the beginner to the whole field or birds. There are 16 Audubon 
prints given in color, and 362 illustrations of which most are photographs 
in l:;lack and white. Most of these photographs are by personnel of the 
Audubon Society. Each illustration is accompanied by a description giving: 
the usual details. The wording is sometimes awkward. The paper is of poor 
quality.-DG 
